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ACTS Chief Executive Officer Prof. Ben Jong-Dao Jou led a delegation in a visit to Manila from 13 to 15 
February. The members of the delegation included Chia-Ping Cheng (Director of the Administration 
Department, ACTS), Camyale Kung-Yueh Chao (Deputy Director of the Administration Department, ACTS), 
Shu-Hua Lin (Acting Deputy Director of the Science-Technology Department, ACTS) and two advisors from 
Chinese Taipei - Mr. Chen-Yang Lee (Deputy Director General of Soil Water Conservation Bureau) and Mr. 
Herng-Yuh Chang (Director of Morakot Reconstruction Council). The delegation met with Engr. Mario 
Montejo, co-chair of the ACTS Steering Committee and Secretary of the Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST), the Philippines (see figure 1). The meeting discussed the scientific issues related to 
Typhoon Washi, including the possibility of applying satellite technology in precipitation estimation. 
The delegation also visited Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA), ACTS Manila Office, National Disaster Risk Reduction Management Council 
(NDRRMC) and Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB). The outcome of these meetings was fruitful. The 
ACTS Headquarters and Manila Office will arrange further projects with respect to training and research 
cooperation with the institutes above.

Figure 2. 
Meeting with Commander 
Edgardo Ollet and 
Deputy Director 
Florentino Sison of the 
operations center, 
NDRRMC.

Figure 1: The delegation 
meeting with 
Secretary Montejo
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Introduction
The Philippines is one of the most vulnerable countries to natural disasters. 
An unfortunate marriage of geographical location and environmental 
malpractice amplifies the risks brought by these hazards and leaves a 
lasting blow to the country’s socio-economic growth. Before the close of 
2011, the southernmost island group of Mindanao was met by a tragic 
flashflood event caused by a tropical cyclone and worsened by 
anthropogenic factors. The flooding left a number of provinces in shambles, 
prompting the national government to declare a national state of calamity.

On the early morning of December 17, Tropical Storm (TS) Washi (local 
name, “Sendong”) brought torrential rains over Mindanao and literally 
swept through Cagayan De Oro (CDO) and nearby cities and provinces. 
Washi brought in a 24-hour rainfall aggregate of 180.9 mm over CDO, half 
of which poured when residents were asleep. The continuous downpour 
caused rivers to overflow and consequently inundated large parts of the 
region. The rampaging floods easily turned structures and trees into debris 
and landslides that almost covered entire villages in mud (figure 1). 

Figure 1: Photographs of a 
village in Mindanao before and 
after passage of TS Washi. 
Source: Philippine Daily Inquirer




