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KAOHSIUNG, Taiwan : Ever since Typhoon Morakot devastated Taiwan six months ago, Kaohsiung

County in the south has been struggling to revive its tourism industry.

Local authorities have also been on the lookout for other business opportunities, such as those in film

and solar energy.

The road to recovery still seems endless for the southern county, although some projects are starting

to bear fruit.

"Approximately on February 10, the first group of prefab houses will be opened to victims. It's a major

project with lands offered by the government and money from NGOs, like Tzu-Chi. Broken roads in

rural areas will also be fixed soon, so everything is going well," said Kaohsiung County Magistrate

Yang Chu-Hsin.

Typhoon Morakot left the tourism industry in Kaohsiung County in tatters, and the local government

was forced to look elsewhere for business opportunities. One area holding promise is the film industry.

In December, Kaohsiung County hosted the Asia Pacific Film Festival. It attracted top-flight cinematic

works and artists, showing off Taiwan's expanding role in the regional film industry.

"Southern Taiwan enjoys a lot of sunlight and the weather is good. It should be a perfect filming

location. We want to transform the place into Cannes city in the east," said Yang.

Also taking advantage of the all-year round sunlight in Kaohsiung County is Taiwan's solar energy

industry. From manufacturing solar cells to a test centre for photovoltaic energy, the industry has

caught the attention of tech companies in Europe and America.

"We don't need to send panels abroad for testing. Instead, we can finish it here, and then sell to the

world. We have the largest solar farm in Asia and the second largest in the world. Southern Taiwan will

take a big share in the world's solar energy industry," said Yang.

As Kaohsiung County and the neighbouring Kaohsiung City are going to merge after the municipal

election in December, local officials said these industrial advantages could help the great Kaohsiung

area to develop vigorously. - CNA /ls
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