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KAOHSIUNG COUNTY, Taiwan: Typhoon Morakot wreaked havoc when it struck Taiwan in August a
year ago.

More than 700 people were killed or went missing.

Mountainous areas were worst hit. Landslides buried an estimated 400 people in Xiaolin village, which
is in Kaohsiung County.

One of the survivors, Bang Long Chin, a villager in Xiaolin, lost both his parents. He says: "In the first
two months, I missed them so much and couldn't sleep at night. So I went to the corner near the
mountain and cried to release my grief to my parents."

Like Mr Bang, the majority of Xiaolin villagers belong to an ethnic minority group named Pinpo.

The some 60 households in a temporary Red Cross camp are grateful that they are able to cherish
their tradition.

But others say living in temporary camps are very different from their traditional ways.

Mr Bang remarks: "Life here is different from the cities. Those officials living far away can't hear our
voices. Xiaolin used to be an isolated village. They don't know the life we had."

In the time immediate after the disaster, these villagers received basic assistance from around the
world.

A year later, they soon realised that they need to be self-reliant. Hence, now efforts here are focused
on finding employment opportunities for residents and laying foundation for local industry."

To date, NGOs and the Taiwanese government have launched some rehabilitation projects, such as
hiring villagers to rebuild forests in the mountains, helping sell local specialties and providing skill
training courses.

But the recent downpour had delayed reconstruction work in the Wulipu permanent houses, and
destroyed the villagers' hope.

Mr Bang says: "We need houses immediately. That's the biggest issue. We feel worried without a
permanent address."

Officials say it will take six years to restore the lives in Xiaolin village. - CNA/jm
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