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Morakot survivors celebrate new homes
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Cynthia Hung ,Special to The China Post

Today, Majia Farm in Pingtung County becomes home to over 300 indigenous families
displaced by Typhoon Morakot. President Ma Ying-jeou will join the new residents, World
Vision Taiwan, and private and corporate donors in an event to celebrate this momentous
occasion.

The new residents who used to live in the villages of Haocha, Majia, and Dashe have
decided together to rename their new community "Rinari," which means "Lilies" in
indigenous Paiwan language and is also the Paiwan tribe's old name for Majia.

House keys were handed over to the families on Dec. 20 and 21 so they could move in
before Christmas Day.

Under the collaborative efforts of local government, private donors, cash-for-work
beneficiaries, a professional construction team and volunteers, the Majia housing project
completed 483 permanent houses earlier this month as part of World Vision's Typhoon
Morakot Reconstruction Program. Construction began in January 2009 and is the largest
cluster of homes built for typhoon survivors in Pingtung County.

Chen Yo-Ming, 65, from Dashe Village has lived in the LongQuan Shelter since last
August. Having lost everything in the typhoon, Chen said he questioned whether he
could continue living, but regained hope after participating in World Vision's
cash-for-work program that enabled him to build his own house. Chen said he will miss
his past mountain lifestyle, but the new Rinari community will provide his family with
easier access to schools, hospitals and markets.

Haocha's village head, Chen Bao-Hua, 58, and his fellow villagers had spent nearly three
years in Ai-Liao Shelter since Typhoon Sepat destroyed their village. According to the
village head, it has been a painful experience for the elderly to deal with the shelter's
narrow dwelling space where they were not allowed to practice farming as their traditional
means of livelihood.

The local chief was especially happy for the short distance between Rinari and the
village's land reserve. "Our traditional culture can be preserved, and future generations
can rebuild a thriving life here," he said.

Since Typhoon Morakot struck Taiwan, World Vision has worked with affected
communities to rebuild 693 houses -- 158 in Taitung, 528 in Pingtung, and 7 refugee
houses in Namasia Township.
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