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Taipei, Nov. 3 (CNA)
The richness and
diversity of Taiwan's
aboriginal culture will
be on display at an
exposition that will
open in Taipei on
Friday, the organizers
said Thursday.

Not only is it an
opportunity for people

to gain a better understanding of aboriginal art, but also it will help to
integrate indigenous heritage into the mainstream society, said Sun
Ta-chuan, minister of the Council of Indigenous Peoples (CIP).

Although aboriginal arts and crafts are powerful and full of life, they are
not very known because of a lack of promotion, he said at a news
conference.

"The expo can serve as a platform for people to discover the beauty and
energy of aboriginal communities," Sun said.

The show, organized by the CIP, will feature the work of 14 aboriginal
tribes. It will also include dance performances, do-it-yourself sessions,
and lectures. A wide array of food products, handicraft, and artisan
goods will be on display at 180 booths .

"My family and I purchase products made by aborigines all the time. I
even urge my friends to do the same via the Internet," said a senior
official from the Morakot Post-disaster Reconstruction Council. The
ad-hoc agency was set up to help with reconstruction in areas hit in 2008
by Typhoon Morakot, one of the deadliest storms in Taiwan's recorded
history. Many of the victims were aboriginal people living in mountainous
areas where mudslides occurred.

Products made by Morakot victims will also be showcased at the
four-day expo, said Chern Jenn-chuan, the deputy CEO of the
reconstruction council.

"Although it is impossible to stop natural disasters from happening, we
can work together to make the reconstruction faster and more
successful," he said. It is as easy as buying products from typhoon-hit
areas, he said.

The Taiwan Centennial Indigenous Industry Expo will run from Nov. 4 to 7
at the former Taipei International Flora Exposition site in the Yuan-shan
park area. (By Nancy Liu) ENDITEM /pc
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