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Farm product fair held to boost income of 
Morakot victims 
2011/08/13 16:49:36

Taipei, Aug. 13 (CNA) Purchasing vegetables grown by victims of 2009's 
Typhoon Morakot is a simple way to help them rebuild their lives, said 
Vice Premier Sean Chen Saturday at a farm product fair in Taipei.  
 
Speaking at the opening of the fair, Chen said buying from farmers who 
live in disaster-stricken areas can help them get back on their feet.  
 
"People must not forget that Morakot caused a great deal of damage to 
our country," he said, pointing especially to torrential rain brought forth 
by the typhoon as the cause of the damage. "The amount of rain that fell 
in the Kaohsiung and Pingtung areas alone in two and a half days is 
enough to fill up 20 Shihmen Reservoirs."  
 
Morakot, one of the deadliest typhoons in Taiwan's recorded history, 
landed on Aug. 8, 2009, and caused catastrophic damage in parts of 
southern Taiwan, leaving 724 people killed or missing.  
 
The southern region, including Kaohsiung City and Pingtung County, 
was most severely affected. Kaohsiung's Siaolin Village was buried in a 
mudslide, with an estimated 400 villagers losing their lives.  
 
Among the victims, many were of aboriginal ancestry, as they often 
reside in mountainous areas where mudslides occur.  
 
Wearing an aboriginal vest, the vice premier invited the public to pay a 
visit to the villages that are still under reconstruction and show support to 
survivors of the catastrophe.  
 
The fair, held to commemorate Morakot's second anniversary, will run 
from Aug. 13-14 in front of Taipei City Hall. (Nancy Liu) ENDITEM/ly
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