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The 2011 Taiwan International Ethnographic Film Festival (2011台灣國際民族誌影展) is the
sixth edition of a festival created in 2001 by professor Hu Tai-li (胡台麗) of the Institute of
Ethnology, Academia Sinica. The biennial film showcase has brought together many movies
made by filmmakers from both academic and artistic backgrounds that cast a spotlight on
specific issues related to marginalized groups around the world.

This year’s theme is “suffering and rebirth,” and deals with dysfunction within human societies
and the natural environment and the ways people have found of coping with it.

Futuru Tsai (蔡政良), the curator for this year’s festival, told the Taipei Times in an interview
earlier this week that a number of recent disasters, including the tragic loss of life resulting
from Typhoon Morakot in 2009 — the response to which is still a source of controversy —
inspired him to focus on suffering and rebirth when selecting films for the lineup. But natural
disasters are far from being the only issues to be highlighted.

“Environmental disasters such as Morakot are just one aspect of the subject,” he said. “There
are many environmental issues to consider, including how people respond to social or cultural
environments created by others, or indeed issues of internal conflict within individuals

faced with emotional or psychological problems.”

Tsai, a respected filmmaker in his own right, whose Amis Hip Hop (阿美嘻哈), which
documents how a group of young Amis men have blended influences from contemporary
social and cultural life in Taiwan with their practice of traditional ritual dance performances, was
screened in the 2007 iteration of the festival, is a strong believer in the power of ethnographic
and documentary films to capture real human responses to internal and external influences.

The idea of ethnographic films might strike some people as dry and academic. But Tsai insists
that this is not the case. “There are those who believe that in ethnographic filmmaking, the
director should adopt a wholly objective attitude and not intrude into the record he is making,”
Tsai said.

But Tsai believes a good ethnographic film is one in which the director is able to put across his
or her own point of view, while delivering a moving story.

“Increasingly, ethnographic filmmakers are adopting the techniques of feature films,” he said.
Tsai gave as an example of this new direction in ethnographic filmmaking There Once Was An
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Island by New Zealand filmmaker Briar March (to be screened tomorrow 3pm). A verite-style
film, it enters the lives of three intrepid characters, residents of a tiny Polynesian community
that has been devastated by tidal floods, the result, some believe, of climate change. “Films
like these reflect the reality of real situations,” Tsai said. “Concerned with global warming and
its impact on communities, it is a film I can strongly recommend to audiences in Taiwan.”

The festival opens today at 7pm with a screening of Collected Pingpu Memories — On
Representing Kavalan and Ketagalan Voices and Images (收藏的平埔記憶 ─ 再現噶瑪蘭與凱達

格蘭聲影) by Bauki Angew, a director searching for his roots in Aboriginal communities. It is
followed by The Bird Dancer (8:20pm) by Robert Lemelson, one of the festival’s “directors in
focus.” A research anthropologist at the Semel Institute of Neuroscience, UCLA, Lemelson
uses his films to explore the relationship between culture and conditions such as
schizophrenia, obsessive-compulsive disorder and Tourette’s syndrome. The second director in
focus, Lungnan Isak Fangas, presents two films at the festival with a much more artistic,
almost concert-movie, feel to them. First there is Ocean Fever (海洋熱), a behind the scenes
documentary about the Ho-Hai-Yan Rock festival, and the second is On the Road — Behind
the Screens, Director’s Cut (很久沒有敬我了你 ─ 紀錄片導演版), a documentary about the
creation of the musical On the Road, a production that organizer Taiwan Colors Music
described as “the first original, Aboriginal musical in Taiwanese music history.”

Extensive English-language material about the films and the directors, including video clips of
all the movies to be screened, can be found at the festival’s Web site.
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