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TAIPEI, Aug. 6 (AP) - (Kyodo)—Taiwan's government, preparing to mark the first anniversary of
the deadliest typhoon in Taiwan's history Sunday, offered a defense Friday of its reconstruction
efforts and a spirited denial it is forcing indigenous victims of the disaster to move to newly built
villages from their mountain homes.

Premier Wu Den-yih told a press conference in Taipei that Cabinet agencies, the military,
charitable organizations and ordinary people worked hard to rescue and rehouse thousands of
people left homeless after Typhoon Morakot hit Taiwan on Aug. 8 last year.

But Wu said he was upset by the accusation the government is forcing people who remain in
affected areas to move out.

"I feel terribly wronged by this," he said.

Wu said, however, there is "room for improvement" on the government's inability to date to keep
relocated villagers together owing to the larger size of the communities and the smaller villages
under construction or already completed.

Chen Chen-chuan, deputy head of the Cabinet's post-Morakot reconstruction committee, said
poor weather and other factors are delaying construction of some homes, but he also presented
data showing the government is approving a majority of applications for new dwellings.

Chen, who held back tears at one point in his presentation, said the government is acting
appropriately in its work with the private sector and civic groups in relocating villagers.

Hundreds of aboriginal protesters marched along Ketagelan Boulevard opposite the Presidential
Office on Friday evening in Taipei and were preparing a "sleep-in" to register their anger at the
government's reconstruction policies.

Typhoon Morakot dumped meters of rain in the center and the south of the country over the
space of a few days, triggering landslides and sending violent columns of rock and driftwood
down narrow mountain valleys, destroying entire towns, roads, bridges and farms and denuding
entire hillsides of vegetation.

The unprecedented volume of water also flooded vulnerable coastal towns, some of which
include areas that are below sea level.

Almost 700 people died in the typhoon, most of them were buried by a huge landslide in the
riverside village Siaolin in the mountains of Kaohsiung County.

The government's confused and tardy response to the crisis pushed President Ma Ying-jeou's
popularity to new lows and forced the resignation of the then premier.

Since then, charitable and corporate groups have joined the government in building new villages
in safer locations for the about 19,000 people who lost their homes or who live in the worst-
affected areas.

Chen said Friday that 72.5 percent of these are indigenous people.

Aboriginal activists and religious groups have attacked the government for months over what
they see as both the slow pace of assistance to victims and the damage to indigenous culture
wrought by neglect of mountain villages and the "forced removal" of people in mountain and other
areas categorized as disaster or high-risk zones.

They have also accused the Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation, a charity group involved in
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construction of new villages, of interfering with indigenous cultural and religious traditions and
provocative use of the group's logo and moniker of "great love" in village names.

Tzu Chi official Anthony Ho told reporters Thursday in Kaohsiung that the accusations are a
misunderstanding of the group's intentions.
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