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KAOHSIUNG COUNTY : Taiwan experienced one of its worst disaster, when Typhoon Morakot hit the
island on August 9 last year.

Xiaolin village in southern Taiwan was one of the areas that bore the brunt of the storm, and more than
500 people were buried alive when a landslide ploughed through the village.

The vast valley where the town used to stand is just a sea of mud, punctuated by pools left by recent
rains.

On the early morning of 9 August 2009, a massive landslide triggered by Typhoon Morakot, cleaned
out the entire village in a flash.

47-year-old farmer Ong Rei-Chi is one of the survivors from the disaster.

He was away at a nearby agricultural shelter, when the landslide hit. But 10 of his family members
were buried under the mud.

"Most of the village was buried by mud, leaving only the school and houses nearby," said Ong, villager
of Xiaolin.

Another survivor is Chen Yun Fu, who used to be a sailor for 30 years.

When he gave up sailing, he thought he could finally return home and reunited with family. But his
dream was dashed by the disaster.

Meanwhile, the government is pushing ahead with reconstruction effort, but for survivors like Chen and
Ong, the efforts still fall short of their expectations.

"My family is gone, I am on my own. You can't depend on people who are not here for long," said
Chen.

"I'm not happy with the government. It promised to give us permanent houses but it has yet to deliver
on its promises," said Ong.

In the past months, dozens of households from Xiaolin have been living in prefabricated houses funded
by the Red Cross Society.

But in two months' time, these villagers will be able to move into a complex of permanent houses at
Wulipu, just 2 miles away from their old village.

And for many, being close to their old homes is one of the best consolations they can ask for. - CNA
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