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Taiwan marks first anniversary of deadly
typhoon
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Publication Date : 09-08-2010

Taiwan marked the first anniversary of Typhoon Morakot Sunday (August 8) to pay
homage to more than 700 people killed or missing in the typhoon, one of the island's
worst natural disasters.

Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou and Premier Wu Den-yih visited survivors of Siaolin
village, which saw most devastation in last year's flood, in a confab home site in
Kaohsiung County and had dinner with the typhoon victims.

Ma said that returning to visit Siaolin survivors was his way of showing concern. His
presence, the president said, reaffirmed his dedication to help and solve problems that
still hindered the area.

The president promised all Morakot victims will be settled down before next Chinese
New Year in February 2011.

While over 100 households in the village have settled into everyday life, certain areas
remain that still require the aid of local government and social organisations alike in
order to be restored.

The government will rebuild Siaolin Village as promised and might even complete
rebuilding ahead of schedule, the president said.

Typhoon Morakot slammed into Taiwan in August 2009, bringing powerful winds and
torrential rain that left at least 614 people dead and 75 missing, including an estimated
400 buried in the village of Siaolin alone.

"Last year's Morakot brought Taiwan the worst flooding in 100 years and caused
havoc... the unusual torrential rains were a signal of climate change," Vice President
Vincent Siew said earlier at a ceremony in Taipei.

Siew expressed that the typhoon can be seen as a warning sign of climate change and
that humanity should seek to co-exist harmoniously with nature.

Siew said the damage caused by the typhoon was extremely serious, as reflected in
TV reporting at home and abroad. The damage from the storm was reduced thanks to
immediate and courageous efforts of rescuers and disaster relief workers, he stressed.

Most of the relief workers were volunteers, but they engaged in acts of kindness and
expected nothing in return, Siew said.

In addition to providing relief to typhoon victims, Taiwan's aid workers also provided
assistance to people affected by a powerful earthquake in Haiti in early 2010 and the
Sichuan earthquake in 2008, he said.

Also held during the event organised by the Red Cross Society of the Republic of China
and the Typhoon Morakot Service Alliance, were a disaster relief drill, a demonstration
of disaster relief skills, and an exhibition on relief and reconstruction in the wake of
Typhoon Morakot.
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