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Taiwan's deadliest storm

Published on August 19, 2010

One year on, the survivors of typhoon Morakot mourn their kin
On August 8 last year, barely seven days after forming as a tropical depression well east of the
Philippines, Typhoon Morakot slammed into Taiwan, leaving more than 678 people dead and 75 others
missing in the island's worst weather disaster in 50 years.
Twelve months on and most of the villagers of Xiaolin, one of the most affected areas, still haven't
recovered from the trauma.
"I miss my daughter so much. I haven't been able to sleep at night since the typhoon hit my village," says
Chao Pan Shia Duan, 70, who survived the mudslides and severe flooding.
Before Morakot, Chao Pan lived with her husband, daughter and son in law in Xiaolin, a village in the
rural township of Jianxian, Kaohsiung county. The village no longer exists: it was wiped off the map by
landslides.
Although Taiwan is used to typhoons - they sweep over the island every year between May and October
 Morakot was the deadliest to impact the island in recorded history. Lives and property were lost as the
extreme amount of rain triggered enormous mudslides and severe flooding throughout southern Taiwan.
The mudslide that buried Xiaolin killed an estimated 500 people alone. The overall loss was estimated US$
3 billion.
Chao Pan and her husband Chon Khun Chuen, 74, had just returned to the village after attending a
religious ceremony on the mountain nearby. When they arrived, everything had disappeared under the
mud.
"Those were the most terrible minutes in my life. My village looked like a mud sea," recalls Chon Khun
Chen.
"I was crying when my friends told me that all of my relatives including my daughter, my two older
brothers and younger sisters were buried under the mud. They all died," he adds.
His 47yearold son in law, Ray Chi Ong, a flower farmer, almost lost his mind when he discovered his wife
had been buried by the massive mudslide. 
Chon Khun Chen and his wife were stuck in village for three days due to the flash floods that fol¬lowed
the mudslides. 
While waiting for rescuers to arrive, they couldn't enter the village but survived on foodstuffs from a
grocery in a nearby village. The two were among 47 people to survive the typhoon's fury and are among
the 90 families from the Xiaolin area living in temporary housing built by the Red Cross Society of the
Republic of China (Taiwan)'s Department of Disaster Relief. 
The society is also building permanent housing for the victims from this village and construction should be
completed sometime next month.
While they wait, some of the victims return to their fields and remember the mudslides that destroyed
their land and their homes.
Like his motherinlaw, Ray Chi Ong is still in mourning. He says he didn't sleep at all for two weeks after
the typhoon hit his village. Even today, he worries about the river level rising.
"If I had a chance, I would tell my wife that I am so sorry I could not save her. I would tell her not to
worry about me. I can take care myself and I hope she will have a good life in the other world," he says.
Ray Chi Ong is receiving help through the 88 alliance, a coalition of Taiwanese NGOs, which is
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implementing assistance projects in various fields.
One important programme  Digital Opportunity Centre Live or DocLive provides a diversified information
service, beneficial commercial strategies, as well as appropriate information educa¬tion, allowing victims
to enhance their incomes through the Internet and ICT tools.
Steven Chen, chief of 88 Alliance, says that most of the villagers are now producing plum mooncakes and
selling them through ecommerce. This allows them to earn enough to meet their basic needs rather than
just wait for government assistance.
"The programme has run well over the past year and has helped with their overall mental health," he says.
And in an attempt to prevent future disasters, the National Science and Technology Centre for Disaster
Reduction is now developing a communication mechanism to send early warning messages about
typhoons and other potential threats to people who living in risk areas, according to the centre's deputy
executive secretary, WeiSen Li.
The agency is also providing training at the local community on preparation and evacuation. 
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