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Ma thanks Tuvalu for aid after disaster 
2011/08/12 15:37:30  

Taipei, Aug. 12 
(CNA) President Ma 
Ying-jeou expressed 
gratitude Friday to 
Taiwan's longtime 
Pacific ally Tuvalu for 
its aid after Typhoon 
Morakot hit Taiwan in 
August 2009.  
 
In a meeting with 
Tuvalu's prime 

minister, Apisai Ielemia, and his wife at the Presidential Office, the 
president said he was moved by the Tuvalu government's donation of 
US$210,000 in relief aid after the storm devastated Taiwan and left over 
700 dead or missing.  
 
"US$210,000 is 1 percent of the GDP of Tuvalu," Ma said. "In terms of 
percentages, it was the highest among all countries from which Taiwan 
received aid for the disaster."  
 
The two countries have initiated many cooperation projects in the Pacific 
Island country, covering agricultural development, infrastructure and 
medical support, Ma said, touting the two countries' long friendship.  
 
"Taiwan has had diplomatic relations with Tuvalu for 32 years," Ma said. 
"We have been friends for a longer time than the rest of the nations in 
the South Pacific region."  
 
Ma also thanked Tuvalu for speaking up for Taiwan in the international 
arena.  
 
"Taiwan's good relationship over the years with Tuvalu is on the basis of 
reciprocity," the president said.  
 
Ielemia is making his eighth visit to Taiwan.  
 
(By Lee Shu-hua and Carol Hsieh) Enditem/ls
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School principal performs 
Taiwanese opera to greet... 
Taipei, June 10 (CNA) A junior high 
school principal performed Taiwanese 
opera in English on Friday to greet 
college students from the U.S. state of 
Georgia during their visit to the 
school. 
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