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Premier highlights typhoon reconstruction 
progress amid criticism 
2011/08/08 18:24:29  

Taipei, Aug. 8 (CNA) 

Premier Wu Den-yih 

again made the 

government's case 

on Monday that its 

efforts to rebuild 

areas devastated by 

Typhoon Morakot 

have been effective 

amid criticism that its 

response in same 

areas has been slow. 

 

 

At a press conference commemorating the second anniversary of the 

disaster, the premier got emotional, shedding tears as he reported on 

progress made in post-disaster reconstruction efforts and recalling the 

work done by countless people.  

 

"Everyone has worked with a common purpose," Wu said. "Only with the 

help and cooperation of NGOs, charity groups, private businesses, and 

the central and local governments could progress have been made."  

 

Responding to criticism that the reconstruction effort has left many 

people behind, the premier said that nearly 90 percent of the permanent 

housing units designated for Morakot-affected families have been built, 

citing figures from a Cabinet committee established to coordinate post-

Morakot rebuilding.  

 

According to the committee, 2,946 of 3,309 permanent housing units 

have been built in 39 locations in central, southern and eastern Taiwan 

to house those who lost their homes in the storm.  

 

And the remaining will be built by lunar New Year's Day next year, said 

the committee.  

 

Also, most of the roads and bridges damaged by the disaster have been 

restored, the committee reported, but it acknowledged that the roads 

connecting mountainous villages to transportation arteries would take 

longer to repair.  

 

As for revitalizing commercial activity, the committee noted that sales of 

orchids and grouper were up by 32 percent and 71 percent in 2010, 

respectively.  

 

Wu promised that the government would take responsibility and continue 

working hard to rebuild disaster-stricken areas, reiterating the same 

message delivered by a number of government officials, including 

President Ma Ying-jeou, over the weekend.  

 

Typhoon Morakot devastated much of southern Taiwan two years ago 

over a period of 72 hours starting on August 8 and left over 700 people 

dead or missing. (By James Lee) ENDITEM/ls
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School principal performs 

Taiwanese opera to greet... 
Taipei, June 10 (CNA) A junior high 

school principal performed Taiwanese 

opera in English on Friday to greet 

college students from the U.S. state of 

Georgia during their visit to the school.
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