
CLOSE

　

　

　

　

Central News Agency
2011-11-03 01:28 PM

Thailand is suffering from its worst floods in decades following three months of monsoon rains,

sparking a mass exodus from hardest-hit Bangkok, the scale of which is much larger than the 2005

New Orleans exodus in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. The United Nations International Strategy for

Disaster Reduction has attributed the severe flooding to uncontrolled urbanization and extreme weather

patterns that are growing in intensity. Taiwan should take note, as it faces the same problems. In fact, in

light of Taiwan's vulnerability to natural disasters, the country is exposed to even higher risk factors than

Thailand. Making matters worse is Taiwan's poor disaster preparedness, which has repeatedly been

thrown into the spotlight during Typhoon Nari, Typhoon Morakot, Typhoon Fanabi, Typhoon Megi and,

most recently, Typhoon Nanmadol. A disaster worsens when authorities act too late or are unsure of

how to act in the face of an emergency. In Taiwan, major progress was made when local township

chiefs finally assumed the responsibility to take charge of rescue efforts during Typhoon Nanmadol in

August. However, this also highlighted the fact that for decades a standard operating procedure for

disaster prevention and rescue has been lacking in Taiwan. Urban disasters have become serious

issues that cities must face, especially as weather patterns are increasing in intensity. There is a real

need to rethink our disaster prevention strategy. In this regard, Tokyo is a good model to follow. In

addition to mandatory flood-resistant design for public buildings, the city has built a gigantic

underground drainage system that is capable of drawing huge amounts of rain water away from

populated areas. As the situation in Thailand unfolds before our eyes, the memory of the severe

flooding caused by Typhoon Nari in Taipei still remains in our minds. We certainly must take this issue

seriously, and do our utmost to prevent such a tragedy from occurring in Taiwan. (Editorial abstract --

Nov. 3, 2011) (By Y.F. Low)
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