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5/3 2012 International Symposium on Social Management Systems－

Disaster Prevention and Reconstruction Management 

Notes for CEO’s Opening Speech 

Honorable President Ma, Chair of University Foundation Executives of 

Kochi University of Technology Professor Hajime Okamura, all our experts and 

scholars who have traveled here from overseas, honored guests, ladies and 

gentlemen, good morning! 

On behalf of the Executive Yuan’s Morakot Post-Disaster Reconstruction 

Council and Society for Social Management Systems (SSMS) I would like to 

welcome all of you for participation in the 2012 International Symposium on 

Social Management Systems－ focusing on the theme: Disaster Prevention and 

Reconstruction Management. 

Typhoon Morakot struck in 2009, devastating central and southern Taiwan. 

Combining efforts with NGOs and corporations, the Taiwan government began 

reconstruction in a flexible and efficient way. This enabled us to face the 

indomitable natural environment and complex social system to jointly advance 

post-disaster reconstruction efforts. A considerable amount of reconstruction 

experience and results have now been accumulated, which makes sharing and 

exchange with the international community worthwhile. 

In the past, the Reconstruction Council held yearly international 

symposiums to share reconstruction experiences with both foreign and domestic 

individuals. In the interim, many foreign experts and scholars have also paid 

visits to Taiwan. They have learned from Taiwan’s reconstruction experiences 

and praised the results of reconstruction. As 2012 marks the third anniversary of 

disaster reconstruction, the Reconstruction Council has especially joined with 

SSMS to host the International Symposium on the 3rd Anniversary of Post 

Typhoon Morakot Reconstruction so that Taiwan’s disaster reconstruction 

experience and accomplishments can be shared with the international 

community. 

2012 will mark the 8th International Symposium on Social Management 

Systems. Taiwan has been honored with winning the opportunity to host the 

symposium this year. This is the first time that the symposium has focused on 

disaster management systems which meet the needs of the time. Governmental 
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representatives, experts, scholars, NGOs, and corporate representatives from 

various nations have been invited to take part in the discussion on to the 

methods of constructing social management systems which are suitable at all 

levels in order to fortify disaster prevention, rescue, and reconstruction 

mechanisms as well as enhance mutual international aid mechanisms to reduce 

the risk and damages caused by mega complex disasters. There will also be a 

joint discussion on how to implement nationwide disaster reduction efforts, 

mobilizing units such as the government, corporations, and NGOs to promote 

comprehensive disaster prevention measures to meet this challenge. 

The assembly will conduct a 2 day symposium, with a total of 400 

participants (120 foreign, 280 domestic) from 18 nations (including Taiwan, 

Japan, Thailand, China, Indonesia, Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Korea, Philippines, 

Nepal, Egypt, Italy, Belgium, Switzerland, Australia, New Zealand, U.S., and 

Canada). Many internationally renowned experts and scholars, as well as 

international guests who visited Taiwan to aid in disaster rescue and 

reconstruction efforts after Typhoon Morakot will take part in this lively event. 

Industry, government, and academic professionals from various nations have 

been given this chance to congregate and exchange thoughts on the 

experiences and technological research results of disaster prevention and 

rescue as well as practical experiences in each nation. 

In addition to arranging special lectures by experts and scholars during this 

conference, 163 papers will be presented in 10 groups. Upon conclusion of this 

symposium, arrangements will be made for foreign and domestic participants to 

visit reconstruction areas in Kaohsiung and Pingtung to share in Taiwan’s 

reconstruction experience and accomplishments. 

Lastly, on behalf of the Reconstruction Council and the assembly, I would 

like to thank joint organizers such as the Taiwan Construction Research Institute 

and Department of Civil Engineering at National Taiwan University, as well as the 

various organizations and corporations which have sponsored this symposium. 

Once again, I would like to express gratitude for the NGOs and corporations that 

have taken part in reconstruction efforts and made reconstruction progress 

possible. I wish everyone good health and may everything be as you wish! 


